‘Big Boy’ Locomotive on Display

To The Dallas News:

The members of the Southwest Railroad
Historical Society nppreciate your recent
front-page coverage given to the arrival of
the “Big Bay" flocomotive which has heen
placed on permanent display in the “Age
of Sieam" exhibit at the Slate Fair of
Texas.

At the time your picture was taken we
were feeling very much as if we had a
“whale out of waler" due to the trackage
prablems that arose, hut thanks to Superin-
tendents B. 0. Bernard and L, B, Griffin
of the Santa Fe and the Texas and Pacific,
respectively, and their expert workmen,
the difficulties were finally overcome and
the huge locomotive proceeded without
further incident to Fair Park.

The exact cause of the breaking down of
the rail was due to the fact that insuffi-
cient lateral play was present in the drive
wheels for such a sharp curve, and the
source of the binding which prevented this
needed flexibility was finally pinpcinted in
twa lacations, one being in the brake rig-
ping and the ather in the coupling hetween
the locomative and 1ender, After the brakes
were freed and one of the 1wa drawbars
which formed the coupling was severed,
the Incomative very dramatically reposi-
tioned itself, the rail straightened up and it
was nbvious that it was safe to proceed,

The contribution of this outsized piece

v

of railroad equipment fo our exhibit is
unique in two respecis. To begin with, the
Union Pacific, which was donor of the loco-
molive, does not run anywhere close to
Dallas, Yet it thought enough of our city
to place it here due in a great measure to
the large yearly attendance registered at
Fair Park,

In addition, the Santa Fe was most co-
operative and generous in transporting
without charge this engine belonging fo
its largest competitor from their meeting
point at Kansas City to Dallas,

Many interested persons put forth a
great amount of effort in arranging for this
addition to the exhibit which is being es-
tablished so that younger generations will
be able to see how America traveled dur-
ing the 1920-1950 era,

The exhibit is to be nperated on a non-
prolit basis being jointly supported by the
State Fair and by SRHS through sales of
irs recently published book, “Iron Horses
of the Santa Fe Trail."

Restoration is being done hy SRHS with
the assistance of the 719th Army Reserve
Railroad Battalion which is stationed in
Dallas. All equipment will be restored to
as near original condilion as possible,
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