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MISSION STATEMENTS

The mission of the Arizona State Railroad Museum Foundation is to develop, construct, support and operate the Arizona Railroad Heritage Park and its component entities, the Arizona State Railroad Museum and Arizona Northern Railway.

The mission of the Arizona State Railroad Museum is to collect, preserve, interpret, and exhibit historic and cultural artifacts relating to the railroad history, development, and heritage of Arizona.
Emphasis of the Museum’s interactive interpretive educational exhibits is on Arizona’s multi-ethnic cultural history.

•Arizona’s railroad legacy dates back to the mid-1800s and continually developed, cultivated,
and supported the state’s historic “Five Cs”…Cattle, Copper, Climate (tourism), Citrus, and Cotton, and many other economic endeavors.
•Seventy-eight railroads have operated in virtually every corner of the state
•Every conceivable Arizona occupation and livelihood has either been initiated by, thrived, or
depended upon these railroads	
•The ethnic and cultural diversity that grew up around these railroads and occupations represents
a cross section of the great American dream
•Virtually every Arizona city and town owes their very existence to these railroads
•Efficient and environmentally sensitive mass transit is Arizona is once again coming to the fore
via light rail and commuter rail
•The Park is a family-oriented venue that will provide educational and entertaining experiences 	for all ages
•The Museum includes a library and archive dedicated to Arizona’s railroad heritage
•The Museum includes an art gallery dedicated to railroad art and national park art
•The Museum will accurately portray Arizona’s past and present railroad history and also look to
the future
•Interpretation will emphasize culture rather than technology
•Interpretive education exhibits will be highly interactive
•Educational outreach programs have already begun and will be a prime focus of the Museum
resulting in traveling exhibits to schools and communities across Arizona and offer
opportunities for internships and scholarships
•The Railway will provide an entertaining and educational experience utilizing vintage railroad 	equipment on the Park campus
•The Park will be self-supporting and community oriented
•The Foundation is incorporated and a designated nonprofit under IRS Code 501(c)(3)
•The Foundation will assist other Arizona museums and community projects through grants
•The Park is a permanent heritage tourism project
•The Park is an Arizona Centennial Legacy Project



•Williams is a Preserve America Community…one of only eleven so designated in Arizona
	…and its historic district is on the National Register
•Williams is committed to heritage tourism and is the Gateway to the Grand Canyon®
•Businesses in northern Arizona communities will benefit substantially due to increased
	visitation (400,000+) created by the Museum and cause the region to become a destination
	for tourism and businesses
•The Park will create the need for a minimum of 340 jobs on the campus and in northern Arizona 	communities
•Arizona Governors, the Arizona Legislature, the Arizona Office of Tourism, Departments of 	Commerce and Transportation, Coconino County Board of Supervisors, City of Williams, 	and the Arizona Chamber of Commerce have all endorsed and/or supported the project

Timeline:
•Design, construction, preparation and installation of artifacts and educational exhibits will lead 
	to an opening to the public date in 2018
•Construction (approximately one year) to begin in 2017 upon initiation of bonds 

Location:		
•The Park campus is on a 21-acre site with access from I-40 via exits 163 and 165
•The Park is co-located with the successful Grand Canyon Railway
•Close to historic Route 66
•Just off I-40 and SR 64 at the Gateway to the Grand Canyon®

Partners:
•State of Arizona
•Coconino County Board of Supervisors
•City of Williams
•Arizona Historical Society
•Other agencies, museums, libraries and archives throughout Arizona and the country
•Preliminary architectural design completed by Todd & Associates pro bono
•Preliminary estimation of construction costs completed by Straightline Construction pro bono
•Preliminary estimation of interpretive exhibit costs completed by Chadburn & Assoc pro bono

Cooperating Organizations:
•Grand Canyon Railway
•Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway

Budget and funding sources:
•$25 million for design, construction, acquisition and restoration of artifacts, and preparation and
	installation of interactive educational exhibits
•Funds will be derived from bonds, grants, private and corporate donations
•Artifacts and document collections conservatively valued at more than $3.1 million are
	currently in the inventory
•A TEA-21 federal grant of $325,000 administered by ADOT was awarded for acquisition 	and restoration of historic artifacts
•A TE federal grant of $500,000 administered by ADOT has been awarded for acquisition and 	restoration of historic artifacts
•A grant of $500,000 has been awarded by The Kemper & Ethel Marley Foundation for
	operational and developmental expenses
•A $50,000 Rural Tourism Development Project Grant has been awarded by the Arizona Office
	of Tourism for artifact acquisition
•Individual and corporate shareholders
•When operational, the Park will be a permanent, self-supporting venue but will continue
	to seek other funding sources for expansion and improvements
• 204 West Railroad Avenue • Williams, Arizona 86046 • 928 606-2781 • www.azstaterrmuseum.org •
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