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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: JULY 31, 2017

RAILROAD MUSEUM OF PENNSYLVANIA WILL TRANSFER OWNERSHIP OF HISTORIC NICKEL PLATE LOCOMOTIVE NO. 757 TO OHIO MUSEUM

Strasburg, Lancaster County, PA — The Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania has announced that it will be transferring ownership of its historic Nickel Plate Road steam locomotive No. 757, the Berkshire, to the Mad River & NKP Railroad Museum in Bellevue, Ohio.  

“Responsible stewardship of historic artifacts often requires making difficult choices about what you keep, what you acquire and how you invest your limited resources,” says Museum director Patrick C. Morrison.  “Saying goodbye to the Berkshire will be sad for us, having been on our roster for more than 50 years. However, the Mad River & NKP Railroad Museum has demonstrated their willingness to immediately restore No. 757, and we are very excited to see what they have in store for this important modern steam treasure.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Mad River & NKP Railroad Museum will be making its own arrangements for the eventual movement of the No. 757 to Ohio.  Ownership of the locomotive will be transferred upon its removal from the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania.

“It is essential for organizations like the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania and the Mad River & NKP Railroad Museum to work together to find ways to save historically significant objects like No. 757.  No one organization can do it all and, in most cases today, it is quite literally a race against time to save these pieces from the ravages of time and the elements,” Morrison adds.  

The New York, Chicago & St. Louis Railroad — also known as the Nickel Plate Road — built the Berkshire No. 757 in Lima, Ohio in 1944.   The city of Bellevue, Ohio, a strategically important railroad center and hub, was offered No. 757 by the railroad in the mid 1960s, but did not have a museum at the time to preserve it.  So, No. 757 became the first locomotive to be donated to the future Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania, arguably saving it from an uncertain fate.

The Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania is home to a world-class collection of about 100 historic locomotives and railroad cars, a vast library and archives, a working restoration shop, an immersive education center and programs, a Museum store and special events and exhibits.

A Smithsonian Affiliate, the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania is one of 24 historic sites and museums administered by the Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission as part of the Pennsylvania Trails of History®, with the active support of the nonprofit Friends of the Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania.  Visit www.rrmuseumpa.org or call (717) 687-8628.
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