The Reading Company Technical and Historical Society has added a historically significant locomotive to its collection with the acquisition of CSX GP39-2 4317, originally built as Reading 3412, one of twenty such units, 3401-3420, delivered to the railroad in 1974. These were the last roadswitcher type locomotives acquired by the Reading.  The Society gratefully acknowledges the generous donation made by CSX Transportation. 
The GP39-2, with its 12-cylinder turbocharged engine, was not a widely popular locomotive.  Only 249 were built between 1974 and 1988, and did find favor with a few railroads and industrial users.  They fit in with the four axle units already on the Reading’s roster.  They proved highly efficient and reliable. 
In 1976, Conrail was formed by the merger of several financially troubled railroads, incorporating the locomotives on the railroads’ rosters.  However, the twenty GP39-2s were conveyed to the Delaware and Hudson Railway, and joined 20 more GP39-2s built new for the D&H.  The Reading units were renumbered 7401-7420, eventually going to Guilford Transportation Industries, and then returned to the D&H in 1988.
CSX acquired the GP39-2s at the end of their lease in 1990, and numbered by CSX as 4300-4319, in no particular order.  The former D&H 7412/Reading 3412 was renumbered 4317.  While the D&H had repainted the GP39-2s in a number of different paint schemes, 3412 wore its Reading green with yellow stripes during its entire time on the D&H.
After working for CSX for 28 years, the 4317 will join the other former Reading locomotives, passenger and freight cars in the collection of the RCT&HS at their museum in Hamburg, PA.  Plans are to restore this locomotive to its original Reading number and livery as time and funding permit.  Donations to help restore this piece of the Reading’s history are greatly appreciated and welcome.
The RCT&HS is grateful to CSX Transportation for their generous donation, and also acknowledges Norfolk Southern for their cooperation in moving 4317 quickly and safely over their railroad, and the assistance provided by the Reading and Northern Railroad assuring the final delivery to the museum.

