RyPN.org Guide to Frequently Asked Questions and Interchange Topics.
RyPN readers are encouraged to review these primary sources of information for topics that are often discussed on the Interchange.

GENERAL PRESERVATION

Association of Railway Museums

Founded in 1961, the Association of Railway Museums (ARM) encourages railway museums in the exchange of ideas and information, and to be of assistance to one another.  The purpose of ARM is to lead in the advancement of railway heritage through education and advocacy, guided by the principles set forth in "Recommended Practices for Railway Museums," and incorporating other practices generally accepted in the wider museum community.  http://www.railwaymuseum.org/Static/documents/RecommendedPractices.pdf
Trainline/Railway Museum Quarterly is the official publication of the Association of Railway Museums. Each quarter, RMQ highlights major projects at member museums and features articles of interest to railway museums. Preservation, Conservation, Restoration, and Collection Management are just a few of the many topics RMQ examines. As the only publication devoted exclusively to railway preservation, RMQ is an important addition to any railroad library.  Back copies are available at no cost.
http://www.railwaymuseum.org/Static/railway-museum-quarterly.html
J. David Conrad’s Guide to Care for Park Locomotives
I have a 1974 pdf of this guide.  J. David promises to update the guide for this project.  I’ll need a place to host it that can provide a link.
DATABASES

Preserved North American Electric Railway Car Database
Frank Hicks and Jeff Haker maintain this extensive database of electric railway cars from North America preserved in collections around the world. This roster contains over 2,000 preserved historic electric railway cars which operated on North American electric railways. Each roster entry contains known information about the car's configuration, equipment and ownership history. Brief histories are available for some cars, as well as photos.
http://www.bera.org/pnaerc.html
Steam Locomotive Databases
Doug Bailey with the help of others maintains an extensive database of steam locomotives, including basic roster information, photos, video and notes.

http://steamlocomotive.info/index.cfm
Wes Barris also maintains an extensive database of steam locomotives.
http://steamlocomotive.com/
The Steamtown Collection

The National Park Service has a report outlining the history of each locomotive in the collection with recommendations for future use.  

http://www.cr.nps.gov/history/online_books/steamtown/shst.htm
MAJOR ARCHIVE COLLECTIONS OF NORTH AMERICAN BUILDERS

Several organizations care for collections of the major North American Car Builders.  The following links provide further details:

Pullman Library: http://www.irm.org/pullmanlibrary/index.html
JG Brill Company: http://www2.hsp.org/collections/manuscripts/b/brill1556.htm
St. Louis Car Company: http://library.wustl.edu/units/spec/archives/guides/bysubject_stlouis/car-company.html
Baldwin Locomotive Works: http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/RRBaldwinOtherHolders.pdf
Budd Company: http://www.hagley.org/library/collections/manuscripts/findingaids/buddco.ACC2411.pdf
ALCO: http://www.steamlocomotive.com/builders/
GENERAL ARCHIVE COLLECTIONS OF NORTH AMERICAN RAILWAYS
National Railway Historical Society (NRHS)
The primary focus of the NRHS Library is North American railways, with a small collection of selected publications on the railways of other countries.
http://www.nrhs.com/library.htm
