5. Collactions Stwwardship
Raibway micresons, ike all suceis preserving and sitlizing colieciions, sheuld sirive o
adopt and follow accepted stenderds In caring for e collections and axriring thetr

5.1 A comprehensive, writien Collections Mamageoment Policy must address sl sepecis af
the ingtitotion's callactions, and relete care o restment of collactiona back to the
mabitntion® s misgion.

1. Wiritisn collecting criteria inchodee:
i What ths museom will collact, and why
b. How each cellectin will support the omsemon's missim
c. How each collection an itx individumal iteers will be ured 201l cared for (e .,
mmlnpmﬁm,mmmm}

Include the follerwing, snd can inclods farther subwets:

a  Vebicled of all typen, Lo, tadlway, higheray, sic.

b Threc-dimenslonn] artifacts (arge or small inetow) that s able to moppont the
prenna’s misson

¢c. Archiecione and anchenlogical sites such o balkdings, architectaral fragncuts,

remaine, and himordcal riroctones prescrved for the express purpose of

mapporting » poscun's educstional nossion

Engincering works such s trackowoek, ballast, dght-of-wxy, brddges, tuonels,

signal rystems, overhead wire, and related ftems

Documentary collections soch m poamscripts, corporeie records, dmetwbles, amd

peper sphenemn

Graphica collsctinns incluting phomgraphic iges, pﬂnn,lndli'minp,
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Imporiant persma or svents, or extremely fagils andfor bard i care for
Etmgnmﬂnﬂmmnhﬁngnhf:ﬂ:nrqmﬁi:mnthhm
acquired specifically in mxder to be saved frem desiroction. Ax
may be especially lacking fur items in this caiegory, lhlnnlmulut'mhng
should be established st the ouotast bafore auch feme e accepied. Separats
documentation justifying sach ibem's yaloe sod relevance to the collection may
b Aot before accepting additions to this categay
3. Anifect and equipensnt categories by nes may alio be devel oped o raflect the
fenubiai s oparaticis] reede and e reeponsibdlity to predetve tha collecions Ior twe
publl: and for fomes geserations. Por example ap operation of historic sl vehicles
iz 2 primery intexparetive cxperience of noaesy tallway muscums veldcles are often
categorized in terma of thadr inttanded wie, such as:
8. Accepied for dieplay In the: parmanent collection
b Accepted for opendionfoss in the: peranent collection
¢, Ssccepted for arade
d. Kept for coommptionddisposal
e. Om short- or long-term loen ot lease
f KEeptin romage andior for sody



