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Lincoln ‘Funeral Gar
| Burm_a_d in Grass Fire

Historic Coach, Which Bore
Body of Martyr, Is
Charred in Blaze.

Columbia Heights' Prairie Is
Scorched by Wind Driven
Conflagration. ™

Minneapolitans Are Offered
Pieces of Ruined Carriage
' as Souvenirs.

~'The historic Lidcoln car, the private
traveling carriage of Abraham Lin-
coln and the car that carried his dead
body from Waskington to Springfield,
IN., for burial in 1865, was totally
destroyed by a prairie fireithat swept
Columbia Heights yesterdsy, burning
overy bit of dry grass in the northeast
part of the eity and setting fire to the
crate io which the car bad been boxed,

Severnl homes were scorched. Scores
of women und children torned out to
fight the flre with buckets of water
and brooms, ¢

The historic private car of the mar-
tyved president was totally destroyed.
Fragments of the ruins of the bistorie
car gvi]l be giver to tho public as mo-
mentos by Edmund G. Walton, mana-
gér of the Columbia [Heights Land
company, owners of the car, .

Tho fire, which swept over a mile
ond a half of prairic, was started by a
bonfire lighted by small boys on the
outskirts of the village of Columbia
Heights. "The high wind drove the
flames rapidly over the meadows,
scorching the homes that were seate
tered on the outskirts, Flying sparks
set fire to the Lincoln car, getting”
such a headway that when the Minne-
upolis fire department arrived tho ear
and its protecting crate was u mass of
charred ruins.

Village Safety Threatened.

For a time it was feured that the
village would he burned. The peigh-
bvorhood is heyond the city limits and
has no water supply. Fire engines
from the Minneapolia department were
sent ta Lelp, but could give little aid
beeaunse of the laek "of water. The
yolunteer hose company of Columbia
Heighta turned out and with men, wo-
men and children formed & bucket
brigade to save the houses in the vil-
lage. - . .

Boyrond tho hurning of the historic
Lincoln car, which was of inestimable
value, the firo did no serious damage.

The Lincola funeral car was bought
by the Iate Thomas Lowry several
wvears before Lis death. It had become
koown to nearly every person in the
United States, having been on exhibi-
tion st many faira over the cousntry,
its most notable exhibition, having
Leen in‘the Lincoln museum at the St.
Louis world’'s fair in 1904, It was
considered tho most sacred relic in the
United States, outside of the famous
Liborty bell. : T

It was built in the military _ear
shops in old Alexandrih, Va, in 1863,
for the specinl ude of President Lin-
coln and his caboet. It was used by
the martyred president mapy timos,
and after his assassination in Ford’s
theater, April 14, 1865, carried the body
of tle great emancipator ffom Wash.
ington to Springfigd, IIL, where be
was bhuried. I

Peoplo Bared Their Heads,

April 20 the ear was started on its
journey to Springficid. Lines of peo-
ple stood with'heads uncovered along
the right of way of the raliroad to
wateh the funeral cortego pass. The.
body of tho president amd his son,
Willie, who had died three ycars be-
fore, were in the ear.

The funcral car was returned to the
military shops after it had performed
jts last service for whom it had been
built. In June of the same year it wns
ured to convey the body of Mrs. W,
H. Seward, wife of the secretary of
state unoder Lincoin, to ler former:
home in Auburn, N. Y. N '

The year following the car was or-
dered sold and was bought by T. C.
Durant, who was then building ‘the
Tnion Pacific railroad. It was nsed as
the officinl car of that road for many
years, until its atandard of luxury had
been surpnssed by the cars of -later
models. It was placed in common use
on the mountain lines in Colorado.and
Juter placed on a sidetrack to rot
away. i .
In 1899 it was placed on cxhibition
at the Omaha world’s fair. Vandals
splintered one of its sides at that time.
In 1003 Franklin B. Snow purchased
it from the railroad. It was placed in
a museum built ospeeially for it at'the
St. Louis world’s fair in 1904, Later
Thomas Lowry purchased it and
brought it to. Minneapolis. ~ :
It was placed in n» crate northeast of
Minneapolis in Columbia Heights and
an iron fence placed around it. There
thousands of visitors to Minneapolis
huve inspected it
“#t ANl who visit the car today will
be nllowerd to have n pieco of its ruins
as a memento,”’ said Edmund-G. Wal-
ton Iast night. -
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